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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 

I I )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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1. 



Claims 1-8 are presented for examination. 



2. 



Claims 1-8 are rejected. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 



4. As per claim 1 , lines 21-23, "the network copying system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
said network protocol is a PPP, a HTTP, or a FTP protocol," it is unclear if this line is part of 
claim 1 or if it should be a dependent claim. The claim is written in an improper format, thus 
needs to rewritten to remove "as claimed in claim 1" or be put in a dependent form. For this 
office action, it will be treated as part of the independent claim. 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



6. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bergsten, 
US Patent #6,073,209, and in view of Lin et al, US Patent #6,052,785 (Lin hereinafter). 
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7. As per claim 1 , Bergsten teaches of an invention to provide clients with access to 
multiple storage subsystems by sending files through storage controllers. Bergsten's invention 
comprises of: 

a) at least one user end, each of said user end including a network interface, at 
least one user end disk, said network copying system reading data of said user end disk and 
transmitting said data to a network through said network interface, said user end disk generating 
copying commands to said network by a network protocol (Col 13, lines 6-9, 34-35. Host 
computer transmits a write request to the server and transfers data to the storage controller.); 

b) a server end including said network interface and at least one server end disk, 
said server end disk receiving said data and said copying commands outputted from said user 
end and outputting said data and said copying commands to an external interface by said 
network interface, said network interface connecting said user end through said network (Col 6, 
lines 58-59; Col 7, lines 50-51; Col 13, lines 6-9, 34-35; Col 14, lines 1 1-20. External storage 
controller receives write request and the data. Storage controller sends write request and data 
to another remote storage controller. Controller device interface may be an ethernet.); and 

c) at least one copying unit connected to said external interface for receiving and 
storing said data from said server end and copying said data after receiving said copying 
commands (Col 3, lines 55-60; Col 14, lines 10-20. Remote storage controller receives data 
and stores data.). 

8. Bergsten teaches of the user end comprising of a computer and the network protocol 
comprising of SCSI, Fiber Channel, ESCON, or other protocols (Col 3, lines 50-51; Col 4, lines 
26-29). 
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9. Bergsten does not specifically teach of a user end comprising of a browser or the 
network protocol being a PPP, a HTTP, or a FTP protocol. 

10. Lin teaches of an invention that provides security to a three-tier system comprising of 
clients, servers, and storage servers, where clients are provided access to the storage servers 
(Col 2, lines 40-46; Col 5, lines 20-27). The client comprises of a browser and the access to the 
storage servers is by SHTTP (Col 1 , lines 46-48; Col 6, lines 8-1 1 ). 

11. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Bergsten and Lin because both inventions deal with 
accessing remotely located databases, where the client information is first send to an 
intermediary server. The teachings of Lin to provide a browser to the client and using the 
SHTTP network improves the invention of Bergsten because a browser allows the user to 
provide requests and receive responses from the server, and the SHTTP allows for a secure 
network connection as taught by Lin (Col 5, lines 45-48; Col 6, lines 8-14). 

12. As per claim 2, Bergsten teaches that the communication in the network may be by an 
ethernet (Col 6, lines 63-66). 

1 3. Bergsten does not specifically teach the network copying system as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein said network interface is an Ethernet network interface. 

14. Lin teaches that the client computer system comprises of an ethernet (Col 4, line 66-Col 
5, line 2; Col 5, lines 4-5). 
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1 5. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Bergsten and Lin because both inventions deal with 
accessing remotely located databases, where the client information is first send to an 
intermediary server. The teaching of Lin for a client computer system to comprise of an 
ethernet improves the invention of Bergsten by providing the client a high-speed connection to - 
the server. 

16. As per claim 3, Bergsten teaches the network copying system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said network is a LAN or an Internet (Col 3, lines 36-40. Network is LAN.). 

17. As per claim 4, Bergsten teaches the network copying system as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein said external interface is wireless or a wired interface (Col 6, lines 58-59. External 
interface is an ethernet.). 

18. As per claim 5, Bergsten teaches the network copying system as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein each of said copying unit comprises a hard disk, a source disk, a chipset, and at least 
one disk copier, said source disk reading disk data thereof, said chipset connecting with said 
external interface for receiving said data from said server end, storing said data to said hard 
disk, and receiving said copying commands form said server end, said disk copier driven by 
said chipset for reading said data of said hard disk and copying said data to a disk thereof (Col 
3, lines 55-59; Col 5, lines 2-6; Col 6, lines 22-33, 58-59; Col 13, lines 50-52; Col 13, ilne 66-Col 
14, line 6. Remote storage controller has an ethernet to receive data from another storage 
controller. It also comprises of a magnetic disk, optical storage device, cache, and a CD-R for 
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storing received data and copying the data to multiple devices. Storage controller has a CPU, 
RAM, and ROM.). 

19. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bergsten, 
US Patent #6,073,209, and Lin, US Patent #6,052,785, and in view of Koga et al, US Patent 
#4,931,879 (Koga hereinafter). 

20. As per claim 6, Bergsten teaches a network copying method comprising the steps of: 

a) detecting numbers of said copying unit, said hard disk, said source disk, and said 
disk copier and sending said numbers to said user end (Col 3, lines 1-4; Col 14, lines 10-14. 
Storage controller can communicate with one or more remote storage controller. Allows users 
access to multiple copies of stored data.); 

b) reading said data of said user end disk, and transmitting said data to said server 
end (Col 13, lines 6-9, lines 34-35. Host transmits a write request to the server and transfers 
data.); 

c) storing said data to said server end disk after receiving said data format file (Col 
7, lines 50-51 ; Col 13, lines 6-9, 34-35. Storage controller receives write request and the data.); 

d) transmitting said data to said copying unit by said external interface (Col 14, lines 
1 1-20. Storage controller transmits data to another remote storage controller.); 

e) said copying unit transmitting said data to said hard disk thereof (Col 13, line 66- 
Col 14, line 6; Col 14, lines 16-33. Remote controller receives data, and can copy the data to 
different devices.); 

f) selecting said data and said disk copier by said host (Col 14-20. Storage 
controller can transmit data to one of a plurality of remote data controllers.); 
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g) transmitting said copying commands from said user end to said copying unit (Col 

13, lines 6-9; Col 14, lines 1 1-20. Host sends write request to the storage controller. Storage 
controller receives write request and sends write request to another storage controller.); 

h) said disk copier reading said data from said hard disk and copying said data to 
said disk of said disk copier (Col 5, lines 1-6; Col 13, line 66- Col 14, line 6; Col 14, lines 16-33. 
Remote controller receives data, and can copy the data to different devices.); and; 

i) acknowledging said user end after finishing copying said data to said disk (Col 

14, lines 16-34. Provides acknowledgment message.). 

21 . Bergsten does not teach of converting said data to an assigned data format file and 
copying said assigned data format file to a disk copier. 

22. Koga teaches of copying image data on a disk copier, where the data is first encoded 
then copied on to a CD (Col 4, lines 40-43, 53-55; Col 5, lines 32-36). 

23. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Bergsten and Koga because the teachings of Bergsten and 
Koga are similar in that they both relate to copying and reproducing files on CDs. Bergsten 
teaches of copying and reproducing various types of data (Col 1, lines 14-21), thus it might be 
desirable to copy image files as well. The teachings of Koga to encode image files and then 
record the files to a CD improves the invention of Bergsten by providing compression to reduce 
the amount of information that is copied on to a CD. 

24. As per claim 7, Bergsten, Lin, and Koga taught the network copying method as claimed 
in claim 6. Bergsten further teaches wherein said chipset comprises a CPU (central processing 
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unit), a ROM (read only memory), and a RAM (random access memory) (Col 6, lines 22-33. 
Storage controller comprises of a CPU, ROM, and RAM.). 

25. As per claim 8, Bergsten does not teach of a network copying method as claimed in 
claim 6, wherein said assigned data format file is an image file. 

26. Koga teaches of a copying image data onto a disk copier, where the assigned data 
format file is a coded image file (Col 4, lines 1-4). 

27. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of because the teachings of Bergsten and Koga are similar in 
that that both relate to copying and reproducing files on CDs. The teachings of Koga to use 
coded image files improves the invention of Bergsten by providing a specific example of the 
type of data that can used, and of how Bergsten's invention can be further applied. 

Conclusion 

28. The following prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Shannon, US Patent #5,852,713, teaches of a computer backup method wherein the 
client sends files to a first server database, in which the first server can store the files at 
a second server database. 

Allen, US Patent #5,418,713, teaches of sending media files from a host server to a 
remote server, where the remote server sends the media files to a copying unit. The 
media files are then copied onto CDs or hard disks. 

29. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 
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30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Joshua Joo whose telephone number is 571 272-3966 and fax number is 
571 273-3966. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 8 to 5:30. 

31 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on 571 272-3964. 

32. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

March 24, 2005 
JJ 




